CHAPTER IV
THE PRINCIPLE OF INDIFFERENCE
ABSOLUTE.   * Sure, Sir, this is not very reasonable, to summon my affection
for a lady I know nothing of.'
SIB ANTHONY.    'I am sure, Sir, 'tis more unreasonable in you to  object
to a lady you know nothing of.' *
1. IN the last chapter it was assumed that in some cases the
probabilities of two arguments may be equal. It was also argued
that there are other cases in which one probability is, in some
sense, greater than another. But so far there has been nothing
to show how we are to know when two probabilities are equal or
unequal. The recognition of equality, when it exists, will be
dealt with in this chapter, and the recognition of inequality in
the next. An historical account of the various theories about
this problem, which have been held from time to time, will be
given in Chapter VII.
2. The determination of equality between probabilities has
.received hitherto much more attention than the determination
of inequality. This has been due to the stress which has been
laid on the mathematical side of the subject. In order that
numerical measurement may be possible, we must be given a
number of equally probable alternatives. The discovery of a
rule, by which equiprobability could be established, was, there-
fore, essential. A rule, adequate to the purpose, introduced by
James Bernoulli, who was the real founder of mathematical
probability,2 has been widely adopted, generally under the
title of The Principle of Non-Sufficient Reason, down to the
present time. This description is clumsy and unsatisfactory,
and, if it is justifiable to break away from tradition, I prefer to
call it The Principle of Indifference.
1 Quoted by Mr, Bosanquet with reference to the Principle of Non-Sufficient
Reason,                                                  * See also Chap. VII.
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